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The department was fi rst accredited 
in 2003 and is seeking its sixth accredi-
tation, according to the release from the 
Davenport Police Department.

The accreditation certifi cation is 
good for four years, during which time 

the Davenport Police Department must 
complete annual compliance reviews 
and annual reports demonstrating con-
tinued compliance with commission 
standards, according to the department.

The assessment team is composed of 
law enforcement offi  cials from around 
the country. The assessors are: James 
E. Carmody, retired former director 
of police and fi re services at the Wyo-

ming (Michigan) Department of Public 
Safety, and Capt. Tanya Perry from the 
city of Conyers (Georgia) Police Depart-
ment.

For more information about the ac-
creditation assessment, contact Capt. 
Jane Imming, services division com-
mander at the Davenport Police De-
partment, at 563-888-3004, or email
dpdmediagroup@davenportiowa.com.

Police
From A3

Your caregiver doesn’t have to live 
with you but needs to be nearby and 
easily available on short notice when 
need assistance for things like cook-
ing, cleaning or bathing.

For same-day joint replacement 
surgeries, recovery rates vary, but 
most are feeling great and have re-
covered well in just one-to-three-
months’ time.

To learn more about whether same 
day joint replacement surgery is 
right for you, speak with your pro-
vider.

Joints
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Honor Flight of the Quad-Cities
will hold the 52nd Honor Flight to 
Washington D.C. for more than
90 veterans who served during 
confl icts.

On Tuesday, April 12, veterans 
on this full-day flight to Washing-
ton will visit the monuments built 
in their honor.

This fl ight will be designated as
the Galva/Backroad Music Fes-
tival fl ight in honor of the many 
volunteers, supporters and fund-
raisers held in that area. Most of
the veterans onboard will be from
Henry, Knox, Mercer, Warren and 
Stark counties in Illinois.

The veterans will be accompa-

nied by 60 volunteer guardians
who will assist them throughout 
the day.

At the end of the day, about 
10 p.m., the fl ight will return to 
the Quad Cities International Air-
port, where the public is invited to
come and give the veterans a warm 
reception and welcome home. A
mask is required inside the airport.

Any person who was on active
duty during World War II, Korea or 
Vietnam may fill out and applica-
tion for a future fl ight. Those in-
terested in assisting as a guardian 
also may fi ll out an application. 
Applications are available at www.
honofl ightqc.org.

Tuesday Honor Flight set

T
he theme of this week 
seems to be “fi nishing 
up”.

By the time you read this 
column, we should be fi n-

ished shipping 
out our hogs 
for this cycle. 
We have three 
loads of hogs 
to load at mid-
night Sunday 
night and then 
a partial load of 
the poor-qual-
ity pigs for 

Monday morning. Then the 
barns will be empty again for 
a little while. We also fi nished 
calving season for my oldest 
son. There were three cows 
and one heifer to calve, and 
the last one calved Saturday 
evening. Now he’s all done 
with calving and just needs 
to watch the calves and make 
sure they are healthy.

As far as the pigs go, it will
be nice to get the barns empty 
again and send the last of 
these pigs to market. In case 
you haven’t been following 
along for years, we are a con-
tract wean-to-fi nish oper-
ation for a large Iowa family 
hog operation. We get little 
baby pigs into our barns right 
after they are weaned from the 
sow, and we feed them for six 
months until they reach har-
vest weight. They grow from 
about 10 pounds or less to 300 
pounds in six months. Then 
we get a week or two to clean 
and disinfect the barns, make 
repairs, etc. and a new group 
of piglets arrives. This means 
we end up with an average of 
two “turns” of pigs per year.

When we get the barns 
empty this time, we need 
to do some concrete repairs 
to the feed pads. Each pen 
of pigs has a feeder which 
is always full of feed. Next 
to this feeder is a fl at pad of 
concrete for the pigs to stand 
on while they eat. The fl at 
solid pad also catches the feed 
that they spill. The rest of 
the fl oor in the pens is slat-
ted concrete, which allows 
the urine and manure to fall 
through into the manure pit 
under the barn. Because of all 
the traffi  c that feed pad gets, 
the concrete gets quite worn 
by pig hooves over time and 
we need to repair it. Robb and 
our hired man will be mixing 
up concrete and patching the 
rough spots and broken spots 
after the buildings are pres-
sure washed.

We also need to do some 
repairs to the gates and the 
posts that hold the gates. 
Pigs are tough on metal, 
both from pushing on it and 
from urinating and pooping 
on it. Metal in hog buildings 
corrodes over time and has 
to be replaced eventually or 
it breaks. So, we have been 
working on some of the steels 
posts to hold them together 
until the buildings are empty, 
but now we will be able to 
completely replace the dam-
aged ones.

As for the cows, having 
calving season completed is a 
relief. I know he is calving only 
a few 4-H animals, but I worry 
about them just the same as 
when we calved out a hundred 
or more in a spring. I think it’s 
worse also because they are 
4-H animals and they all have 
names and are kind of pets in a 
way. Our commercial cow herd 
is not as friendly, and we are 
not as attached to them. He 
has really been very lucky with 
his breeding over the last cou-
ple of years. Only one calf has 
ever needed any help, and he 
has yet to need to pull a calf .

Now, if only we could get 
fi nished up with this rain also. 
I could stand a little bit of 
sunny warm spring weather. 
How about you?

Bringing 
a finish 
to spring 
chores

Terry dufek is shown doing some of what he loved: peering through a telescope and sharing his knowledge of 
astronomy.

PAUL LEVESQUE

Popular Astronomy Club 

The Popular Astronomy Club 
lost one of its most active and pop-
ular members March 11, when Terry 
Dufek died after a long and coura-
geous struggle with brain cancer.

Terry will be sorely missed by 
both club members and many oth-
ers who knew him. I cannot claim 
to have known Terry very well or to 
have spent much time with him, but 
I can say that he impressed me as a 
kind, decent and honest individual 
with a friendly attitude and good 
sense of humor. I’ve heard nothing 
about Terry that contradicts the im-
pression I had of him, and I only wish 
that I’d gotten to know him better.

Almost to the end, Terry remained 
active in club activities and contin-
ued to contribute his time and en-
ergy to PAC. While the cancer took 
an awful toll on his body, it could not 
and did not damage his spirit.

While Terry’s long and painful ill-
ness and death were very sad, they 
showed me something about PAC, 
and about the human spirit, that 
should give us all hope.

From the time Terry received his 
diagnosis to the time he passed away, 
PAC members reached out to him 

and helped him in so many ways.
They built a ramp to the entrance 
of his house and made other adap-
tations that enabled him to remain 
in his home. They accompanied him 
to medical appointments, took him 
to other places, brought him food 
and perhaps did other favors that 
I’m not aware of. They visited him, 
sat with him and let him know that 
whatever he was facing, he was not 
facing it alone.

PAC members did all of this 
while expecting and asking noth-
ing in return. But, in fact, we did get 
something in return, something of 
great and enduring value. For we 
now know for sure that this club 
is about more than just stargazing.

In other pages of this newspaper 
and on this website, you can read 
about war and poverty and crime 
and illness and political strife and 
all the other woes that plague hu-
manity. I do not fault the media for 
reporting “bad news” because we 
cannot solve our problems if we 
don’t learn about them and con-
front them.

Amid all this, though, we should 
not lose sight of all the good that 
gets done, and that all too often 
goes unnoticed and unreported. 

We rallied around Terry in his 
time of need, and this is a story 
that should be told because there 
are many similar stories that could 
also be told.

There is still plenty of caring 
and compassion in this world, and 
there are plenty of people who are 
very willing to give of themselves 
for the sake of others. We lost one 
of those people when Terry Dufek 
died, but many more remain, in-
cluding those of you who can 
proudly call yourself PAC mem-
bers.

On behalf of Terry and myself, 
thank you for proving to be true 
friends, and for keeping his spirit 
alive, a spirit that now shines among 
the stars we gaze at — shedding light 
against the darkness.

Memorial contributions in mem-
ory of Terry Dufek can be made to the 
Popular Astronomy Club or to your 
local Humane Society.

PAC invites the public to its next 
observing session at Niabi Zoo, on 
April 16 at sunset and on the third 
Saturday of every month through 
November. To learn more, visit the 
PAC website at https://www.popu-
larastronomyclub.org/ or search for 
the club on Facebook.

Q-C astronomy club 
remembers colleague

Transformation 
coming for youth 
string ensemble

The Quad-City Symphony Or-
chestra has announced that the 
Youth String Ensemble will be 
transformed into the Concert Or-
chestra for the 2022-2023 season.

For the new season there will 
be more opportunities for wood-
wind, brass and percussion play-
ers as well as enhancements for 
the experiences of the string 
players.

The new ensemble will be pri-
marily for string players with 
three or more years playing expe-
rience and winds and percussion 
players with one or more years 
playing experience. The orches-
tra will perform arrangements of 
great orchestral masterpieces as 
they develop full ensemble skills 
and individual playing techniques.

Rehearsals will generally be 
from 5:15 to 7 p.m. Sundays and 
will be led by conductor Michele 
Ottesen and wind specialist An-
thony Hernandez. There are usu-
ally three performances a season 
as well as the opportunity to play 
with other dedicated music stu-
dents.

The new wind specialist will 
work with concert orchestra and 
the youth philharmonic orches-
tra winds and percussion students 
each week at rehearsal, which will 
give more specialized instruction 
to both strings and winds/percus-
sion members.

Anyone interested in learning 
more about the orchestra or the 
audition requirements, visit the 
audition page at qcso.org.

The late Gen. Colin l. powell, former U.S. Secretary of State and 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff , greets veterans from the Quad-Cities 

area during their visit on nov. 8, 2008, to the World War ii Memorial in 
Washington d.C. as part of inaugural Honor Flight of the Quad Cities.
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SKYWATCH

The Eldridge Police Department 
will host a Coff ee with a Cop event 
from 9 to 11 a.m. Wednesday, April 
27, at Tasty Café Restaurant in El-
dridge.

This event is designed to be a 
place where citizens can ask ques-
tions, voice concerns or simply 
have a conversation while getting to 
know the offi  cers in the community.

For more information, contact 
the Eldridge Police Department at 
563-285-9822.

Coffee with Cop 
set for Eldridge
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Congresswoman Cheri Bustos has in-
vited high school students from across 
Illinois’ 17th Congressional District to 
submit original artwork for the annual 
Congressional Art Competition.

Submissions will be accepted through 

the Thursday, April 21, deadline. Stu-
dents are limited to one entry each.

The competition, fi rst held in 1982, is a 
nationwide high school arts competition 
sponsored by the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives. 

Congressional art competition ongoing
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LOOK TO LISTEN

STOP

HELPING THE QC AREA HEAR

BETTER FOR

65 YEARS!

430W. 35th Street Davenport
davenporthearing.com

DAVENPORT AUDIOLOGY

HEARING AID CENTER, INC. 563-386-8885

• Complimentary Consultation

• Tinnitus Solutions

• Real Ear Measurements

• Navistar, BC/BS, IA & IL, Federal

BC/BS, Caterpillar, Case/New

Holland and others

• Unrivaled Sound Quality

• Personalized Digital Solutions

• Universal Connectivity

• Rechargeability

• Gold Standard of Care

“Since 1957, for three Generations,
We listen so that you can hear.”


