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The Mobile 

Observatory 

Concept

• The basic idea is to 

bring the observatory 

to the people, rather 

than bring the people 

to the observatory 

• Solves the problem of 

having to find a 

permanent site

• Increases the likely 

number of visitors



Rauch Family 

Foundation



1999 - 12” Telescope in PACMO

















The Pier

Telescope Pier is a custom design 

fabricated from light-weight aluminum 



























1999 – PACMO completed and named



2000 – 1st year PACMO visits



Power Supply

Exterior Outlet for charging batteries or for 

operating when AC power is available

In 2011, a small solar panel was added 

to enable charging the battery when 

AC power is not available

Seen here below the observing floor is the 

battery charger, AGM battery, and AC power 

inverter





Features




