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A Davenport man allegedly in-
jured a child and attempted to pull 
a rifl e away from a police offi  cer 
on Saturday.

Walter Boyd, 25, faces multiple 
charges based on those alleged 
actions and others he is accused 
of taking around 2:30 a.m. Satur-
day at an apartment in the 1000 
block of Blythwood Place, Daven-
port, according to Scott County 
court records. Police were initially 

called to investi-
gate a report of a 
domestic assault 
that included 
Boyd pointing a 
fi rearm at some-
one.

Court records 
for the case fi led 
against Boyd in-
clude a narrative of what inves-
tigators think happened both be-
fore and after police arrived:
 Boyd, who lives at the apart-

ment with others, is accused of 
grabbing an infant by the throat 
and knocking the back of the 
child’s head into a wall four or 
fi ve times. An injury was visible 
on the back of the child’s head, 

but the court records did not state 
how severe the injury was.
 Boyd allegedly beat and 

choked another person. Boyd is 
also accused of pointing a rifl e at 
this person and threatening to kill 
them.
 The person suff ered a visi-

ble facial injury, and when they 
were being choked, had diffi  culty 
breathing and thought they were 
starting to become unconscious, 
authorities allege.
 When police arrived, offi  -

cers announced themselves and 
entered the apartment. They al-
legedly saw Boyd, and he initially 
ran from them.
 As he fl ed, Boyd knocked 

down a door to keep offi  cers away, 

then began fi ghting them. At least 
one offi  cer had a rifl e, and Boyd 
allegedly grabbed the weapon and 
attempted to take it.
 Boyd is prohibited from 

having fi rearms because he has 
two active protective orders for 
domestic violence fi led against 
him. During their investigation 
at the apartment, police al-
legedly recovered both a rifl e and 
a short-barreled shotgun from 
Boyd’s bedroom.

As a result of these allegations, 
Boyd faces charges of:
 Having a short-barreled rifl e 

or short-barreled shotgun.
 Assault on persons in certain 

occupations.
 Domestic abuse assault dis-

play or use weapon—fi rst off ense.
 Domestic abuse assault im-

peding fl ow of air/blood.
 Child endangerment—bodily 

injury.
 Dominion/control of fi re-

arm/off ensive weapon by domes-
tic abuse off ender.
 Disarming a peace offi  cer.
 Interference with offi  cial 

acts.
Boyd made his fi rst appearance 

Monday, court records state. His 
next court appearance is sched-
uled for Nov. 22.

Boyd was in custody Monday, 
held on a total bond of $5,500, 
according to the Scott County 
Jail website. Of that, $500 is cash 
only.

Man is accused of injuring child
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MUSCATINE —A Musca-
tine woman accused of sexually 
molesting an 8-year-old child 
and selling the video across 
state lines has pleaded guilty to 
a charge of third degree sexual 
abuse, a Class C felony.

According to court records, a 
sentencing hear-
ing for Jessica 
Rochelle Peters, 
33, will be held at 
9:30 a.m. Dec. 9 
in the Muscatine 
County Court-
house. Peters 
faces up to 10 
years in prison 
and a fi ne of up to 

$10,000. After previously plead-
ing not guilty, she entered the 
guilty plea as part of a plea agree-
ment with the state. Charges of 
second degree sexual abuse and 
incest will be dropped as part of 
the agreement. Original charges 
of sexual exploitation of a minor, 
a Class C felony, and purchase or 
possession of the depiction of a 
minor in a sex act, an aggravated 
misdemeanor, were dismissed at 
the request of the state to allow 
federal charges to be brought.

Peters was arrested after Henry 
Winchip, 76, of Valparaiso, Ind., 
was arrested for allegedly paying 
Peters for photos and videos of 
the act. He faces felony charges 
of child exploitation and posses-
sion of child pornography.

According to the Indiana fi l-
ings, on Aug. 12, the child’s father 
told Muscatine police he believed 
Peters had been sexually abusing 
the child.

The father alleged Peters ap-
proached him with Winchip’s re-
quest for the illicit video, and he 
told her he would not participate. 
He then found the videos on the 
phone he shared with Peters.

Text messages show Peters 
sent the videos and photos to 
Winchip in exchange for money 
on July 23.

Peters has denied the child is 
related to her.

According to court docu-
ments, the child said the videos 
were shot at an apartment and a 
hotel where they lived in Musca-
tine. The child told investigators 
their father forced them to do the 
videos and Peters “fake child 

Muscatine 
woman 
guilty of 
sex abuse

NIKOS FRAZIER  PHOTOS

Lisa Levy, Genesis Hospice grief counselor, lights a candle for Brittany Conklin, Genesis Hospice nurse case manager, during the annual Genesis 
Remembrance Tree Lighting on Monday, Nov. 14, 2022, in Bettendorf.
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Snow is in the forecast. Scrap-
ers, shovels and salt just may be 
in order.

Forecasters with the National 
Weather Service’s Quad-Cities 
offi  ce in Davenport expected 
snow showers to start around 
3 a.m. Tuesday, with snow 
throughout the rest of the day.

The NWS issued a winter 
weather advisory in eff ect from 
4 a.m. to 6 p.m. Tuesday, with ac-
cumulations reaching 1-3 inches.

“The main reason we issued 
the advisory is it is the fi rst 
snowfall of the season and it is 
expected to start before sunrise 
Tuesday,” NWS meteorologist 
Andy Ervin said Monday. “People 
will be making their commute in 
the morning and, at least before 
the sun rises, they should be pre-
pared for the possible of snow on 
the roads and to slow down and 
use caution.

“As the day progresses, the 
snow is expected to fall inter-
mittently and will mainly accu-
mulate in grassy areas and higher 
elevations.”

The snow is expected to last 
through Wednesday.

“We have a complete aisle of 
shovels ready to go and 20 pallets 
of everything from pet-safe ice 
melt to rock salt,” said Tim De-
Waele, a manager at Handy True 
Value Hardware at 1435 30th St. 
in Rock Island.

“We’ve been buying shovels 
for about the last three months 

to make sure we had stock.”
Lots of shovels and ice melt 

were in stock Monday afternoon 
at Hayman’s West Side Ace 
Hardware at 1716 W. 4th St. in 
Davenport.

“They are right at the front 
door as people come in,” store 
employee Joe Rock said. “Peo-

ple have already started buying
them.

DeWaele said the shovels were 
selling Monday, “but not fl ying
off  the shelf.”

“They really start selling when 
the snow starts fl ying,” DeWaele 
said. “I think people wait for re-
ality to set in.”

Snow showers could drop 
3 inches in the Quad-Cities

PAUL LEVESQUE

Popular Astronomy Club 

The Popular Astronomy Club 
held its annual banquet Oct. 22 at 
the Riverside Grille in Rock Island.

About 30 PAC members and 
their guests attended the event, 
which is held annually in October 
to mark the club’s anniversary.

Carl H. Gamble, a manager at 
John Deere, led the establishment 
of the Popular Astronomy Club 
in October 1936. Five years later, 

PAC became one of 12 amateur 
astronomy clubs to form the As-
tronomical League and today re-
mains one of the original members 
of the league.

The Saturday night banquet fea-
tured a buff et dinner, door prizes, 
awards and a feature presentation 
by Dr. Dennis Roscoe on the topic 
“Next Generation Telescopes.”

Roscoe holds a Ph.D. in neu-

rophysiology from the University 
of Arizona and has been a pro-
fessor of biomedical engineering 
at Case Western Reserve Univer-
sity in Cleveland and a professor 
of neurology at the University of 
Wisconsin College of Medicine; he 
also founded two medical device 
companies.

After developing an interest in 
astronomy, Roscoe changed his 
career path and currently teaches 
courses in astronomy and astro-
photography at the University of 
Wisconsin-Waukesha. He was also 

Club learns about telescopes

Quad-Cities Skywatch
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The CASI Golden Tones sing during the annual Genesis Remembrance Tree Lighting on Monday, Nov. 14, 
2022, in Bettendorf.
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Dr. Dennis Roscoe displays some photos from the Webb Space 
Telescope during his presentation Oct. 22 at the annual Popular 
Astronomy Club banquet.Please see ASTRONOMY, Page A4

Please see PETERS, Page A4
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recently named as a NASA 
Solar System Ambassador, 
and he built an observatory 
outside of Waukesha that
he can operate via remote 
control.

Roscoe’s presentation 
focused on three tele-
scopes: The James Webb 
Space Telescope, which 
was launched earlier this 
year; the Vera C. Rubin Ob-
servatory, which is under 
construction and located 
in Chile’s Atacama Desert; 
and the Giant Magellan
Telescope, also under con-
struction in the perpetually
dry and cloudless Atacama.

Roscoe showed a number
of the images captured by 
the Webb Telescope and
noted that its ultimate goal 
is to find the first galaxies
formed in the universe. He 
said the Webb Telescope’s
field of view ws very nar-
row, measuring about two
arc-minutes square — 
about the same as a small 
coin held at arm’s length.

Even within this limited
view, the Webb Telescope 
has taken images contain-
ing as many as 2,000 gal-
axies. Data from the tele-
scope, Roscoe said, is in-
dicating that galaxies may
have been formed earlier 
in the universe than previ-
ously thought.

The Vera C. Rubin Ob-
servatory is named in 
honor of an American fe-
male astronomer whose 
work on the rotation rates 
of galaxies helped prove the 
existence of dark matter. It 
should be ready to receive 
“first light” by sometime 
next year.

In contrast to the Webb 
Telescope, Roscoe said, the 
telescopes at the Rubin Ob-
servatory have a wide field 
of view and will survey the 
entire night sky over a pe-
riod of just a few days. The 
large amount of data gen-
erated by these surveys will 
be sent to a center in Cham-
paign, Ill., for analysis. The 

goals of the observatory, he
said, will include studying 
dark matter, mapping the
Milky Way and searching 
for asteroids and other 
near-Earth objects.

The Giant Magellan
Telescope will be the larg-
est ground-based tele-
scope in the world when it 
is completed. Roscoe said
the projected completion 
date was recently moved 
back to 2031.

Roscoe cited another Il-
linois connection to these 
advanced telescopes, as 
the mounts are being built 
at Ingersoll Machine Tools 
in Rockford.

The Giant Magellan 
Telescope will have a some-
what limited field of view, 
Roscoe said, adding that 
its goals will include cap-
turing images of and data 
from exoplanets that will 
expand our understanding 
of these objects and possi-

bly verify the existence of
life outside Earth.

Following the presen-
tation, awards were pre-
sented to two PAC mem-
bers: Al Sheidler, who 
received both the Master 
Outreach Award from the 
Astronomical League and 
the PAC Member of the 
Year Award, and Anne 
Bauer, who received the 
Carl H. Gamble Memorial 
Award, named for PAC’s 
founder.

The Master Outreach 
Award is presented by the 
Astronomical League to 
recognize those who can 
document extensive efforts 
in sharing their knowledge 
of astronomy with the gen-
eral public.

From April 2010 through 
August 2022, Sheidler 
participated in 158 events 
covering more than 412 
hours, with 12,217 individ-
ual contacts made with the 

public. When the COVID
pandemic hit, he adjusted 
by adding video screens
that made it possible for 
visitors to see images from
the telescope without using 
the eyepiece.

Sheidler was named as 
PAC Member of the Year for
2022 based on his high level 
of participation in club ac-
tivities.

The Carl H. Gamble Me-
morial Award is presented 
to club members who make 
outstanding contributions 
to amateur astronomy and 
who advance its popu-
larity. Bauer was cited for 
her efforts in establishing 
the Carl Gamble Observa-
tory on land owned by the 
Nordick family outside of 
Milan.

Bauer was also honored 
for the many presenta-
tions she has made, often 
in costume while using 
humorous props, and for 

her warm, friendly atti-
tude that makes new PAC 
members and visitors to
club events feel welcome.

Membership in the Pop-
ular Astronomy Club is 
open to anyone with an 
interest in the night sky — 
no telescope required. The 
club holds regular meetings 
at 7 p.m. on the second
Monday of the month at 
the Butterworth Center in 
Moline.

PAC’s last public observ-
ing session of the year at 
Niabi Zoo is scheduled for 
Nov. 18 beginning at sun-
set. The observing sessions 
at the zoo will resume next 
year on the third Saturday 
of the month.

To learn more about the 
Popular Astronomy Club, 
go to PAC’s website at 
https://www.popularas-
tronomyclub.org; you can 
also search for the club’s 
page on Facebook.

Astronomy
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One person was rescued
from a fire early Monday in 
Davenport.

At 5:36 a.m. the Davenport 
Fire Department responded to
the report of a fire in the 800 
block of East 15th St. with six 
fire apparatus and one com-
mand vehicle — a total re-
sponse of 19 personnel.

The first crew on scene re-
ported smoke on the second 
floor, and fire crews rescued 
one occupant from the sec-
ond-floor deck with a ground
ladder. Crews extinguished 
fire in the walls on the second
floor .

The fire was extinguished in
30 minutes. 

The Red Cross was notified
and assisted the three dis-
placed tenants.

There were no injuries by ci-
vilians or fire personnel.

One 
rescued in 
Davenport 
house fire

molested” them. The child said 
their father would sometimes 
hold the phone to record the 
videos, and other times Peters 
would record the videos when 
they were alone.

Porter County Sheriff’s Office 
in Indiana and the FBI served a 
search warrant on Winchip, who 
later told police he has known 
Peters for about 15 years, police 
said. Winchip was aware she 
was in police custody in Iowa 
and admitted to having paid her 
for sex videos for years, police 
said.

Peters
From A3

Al Sheidler displays the PAC Member of the Year Award 
presented to him at the annual Popular Astronomy Club 
banquet on October 22.

Anne Bauer displays the Carl H. Gamble Memorial Award 
presented to her at the annual Popular Astronomy Club 
banquet on October 22.
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The company building a 
carbon pipeline through four 
Iowa counties and crossing 
the Mississippi River will 
hold new public meetings in 
early December because not 
all landowners were properly 
notified of the first round. 

Wolf Carbon Solutions is 
going through the applica-
tion process to build a car-
bon capture pipeline that 
would take carbon dioxide 
generated from Archer Dan-
iel Midland (ADM) ethanol 
plants and transport it in a 
16-inch underground pipe-
line to an underground stor-
age site in central Illinois. 

Wolf held public meet-
ings in August, but some 
landowners who thought 
they were in the path of the 
proposed pipeline said they 
weren’t notified by mail and 
questioned the legality of 
the process. 

The new meeting in Scott 
County will be at 5:30 p.m. 
Dec. 6, 2022, at Adler The-
ater, 136 E. 3rd St. Davenport. 

In documents filed earlier 
this fall, company represen-
tatives said they found some 
“anomalies that occurred” 
which resulted in some land-
owners not receiving notice 
of the first round of meetings. 

The Iowa Utilities Board 
required Wolf to detail how 
landowners were notified 
and verify those notifica-
tions were sent. Company 
representatives said in a 
filing this fall they didn’t 
know until after meetings 
had concluded that some 
mail notices were returned 
with insufficient addresses. 

Company representatives 
wrote in filings this fall: “af-
ter internal review, it has de-
termined that some anoma-
lies occurred, likely resulting 
in certain landowners not 
receiving notice via certified 
mail as required.”

Wolf representatives said 
they would hold new meet-
ings with some changes to 
its proposed route, which 
included leaving out John-
son County.

Carbon pipelines in Iowa 

are controversial — advo-
cates say the pipeline would 
reduce carbon dioxide from 
going into the atmosphere 
and would attract industries 
other than ethanol, such 
as high-emission cement
companies, to plug in to the 
pipeline. 

Detractors question the 
long-term necessity and 
economic/environmental 
viability of a pipeline with 
the country moving away 
from gas-powered vehicles 
and toward electric cars. 
Some farmers have expressed 
concerns with reduced crop 
yields, and residents have 
queried on likelihood of and 
plans in case of accidents.

Wolf has said it doesn’t 
want to use eminent domain 
to seize land from unwilling 
landowners for the pipeline, 
but representatives said in 
the summer meetings that 
the company couldn’t take 
it off the table because of 
the trickiness of laying the 
pipeline in some spots, in-
cluding crossing the Missis-
sippi River. 

Carbon pipeline meetings set for December
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