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There are galaxies of books on astronomy and related subjects just waiting to be read. 

What follows is a survey of authors, think of it as a handful of literary stardust, who have 

devoted their lives to the stars. 

 

Carl Sagan (1934-1996) 
It is fascinating to hear him state that the same calcium in all of our bones came from the 

stars. Truly, we are all children of the universe. So popular was Sagan that he was known 

as “the astronomer of the people.” He had an early interest in science, and later earned 

three degrees in the subject. Later, he became a professor at Cornell University and 

served as the director of the Laboratory for Planetary Studies. 

While he wrote over 600 scientific articles and authored several books, Sagan’s mission 

was to interest everyone in science and astronomy, not just his colleagues. His novel 

“Contact,” was made into a 1997 film by the same name, and addressed the theme of 

friendly aliens. Sagan also narrated the 1980 series “Cosmos” and was a frequent guest 

on the talk-show circuit. 

He was honored with the Pulitzer Prize for his work. Sagan also helped NASA with 

missions to Mars, Venus, and Jupiter and was renowned for studies on the surface 

temperature of Venus. Unlike many of his peers, Sagan did not discount the possibilities 

of life on other planets and encouraged research to find other life forms in the solar 

system. 

 

Loren Eiseley (1907-1977) 
Eiseley was an anthropologist, scientist, poet and ecologist concerned with humanity’s 

relation to the natural world. He combined general science, anthropology, astronomy, 



literature and philosophy to create a “concealed essay technique” he used to write essays 

that explained complex principles in ways everyone could understand. In reviewing 

Eiseley’s book “The Unexpected Universe,” Ray Bradbury called him “every writer’s 

writer and every human’s human ... one of us, yet most uncommon.” 

Eiseley had a difficult childhood on the plains of Nebraska. He was taken under the wing 

of his grandmother, Malvina Corey, and other family, who gave him “Robinson Crusoe” 

to help him learn to read, and who taught him to model heads of clay. Eiseley explored 

the caves and fields near his home, kindling an early interest in fossils. After his father 

died, life became difficult. He dropped out of high school at one point, but was able to 

recover his academic career, and ultimately earned a doctorate from the University of 

Pennsylvania. His earlier bachelor degrees in English and geology were from University 

of Nebraska, where he wrote for the Prairie Schooner. He taught at the university level 

and became the head of anthropology at the University of Pennsylvania. 

 

David Levy (b. 1948) 
Levy has the honor of having discovered more comets than anyone in history. As an 

English major, Levy exercised analytical and observational skills that would serve him 

well as an astronomer. Beginning in 2015, Levy began donating his observation logs, 

begun around 1956, and other journals and papers to the Linda Hall Library of Science, 

Kansas City. He has discovered 22 comets, some with Gene and Carolyn Shoemaker. He 

has written 34 books on astronomy and related subjects, as well as many articles and his 

blog posts called “Skyward.” He is the co-discoverer of the Comet Shoemaker-Levy 9 

(1993) that collided with Jupiter in 1994. 

 

Carolyn Shoemaker (b. 1929) 
Carolyn Shoemaker is a legend among astronomers for searching the heavens for 

asteroids headed toward Earth and for the hundreds of asteroids and comets she has 

studied and discovered, perhaps more than any other astronomer. 

Space does not permit discussing more writers, discoverers and astronomers, but worth 

noting are: Stephen Hawking, Neil deGrasse Tyson, Margaret Geller, Heidi Hammel, 

Debra Fischer, Sandra Faber, Nancy Grace Roman and Jill Tarter. Of course, there are 

those who gave the discipline its fame: Aristarchus of Samos, Hipparchus, Ptolemy, 

Omar Khayyam, Copernicus, Galileo, Maria Mitchell and even Walt Whitman, a poet 

who immortalized scientists with “When I Heard the Learn'd Astronomer.” 

These men and women found their muses in the heavens and in constellations and 

celestial bodies. They truly knew how to reach for the stars. 

 






