
 

 
Newsletter of the Popular Astronomy Club July 2017

President’s Corner July 2017 

Alan Sheidler 

  
It has been a busy and eventful 

spring.  Your club came together on 

April 21st to pull off an outstanding 

Astronomy Day program at the 

Putnam Museum.  QCAS and PAC 

partnered, bringing scopes and the 

PACMO for solar observing, set up 

an IDSA display on light pollution, 

operated the Discovery Dome, 

supervised craft tables, NSN tool 

kits (Space Rocks, Life in Space), Weight Station, displayed 

Moon rocks, and the Cosmic Chefs cooked up comet nuclei.  

We also had a table with information about the upcoming solar 

eclipse and gave away eclipse glasses for safe viewing of this 

amazing event.  The featured speaker, Dr. Sipiera, did a 

program about the Solar Eclipse 2017 in the Giant Theater and 

provided meteorite displays.  This Astronomy Day was 

attended by hundreds of visitors to the museum which is a 

great venue for public outreach.   The previous six Astronomy 

Day events were held at the Moline Public Library, which also 

was also a great venue, but because of the growing size of the 

event, we decided to try doing it at the Putnam which is better 

situated to handle crowds.  I think this was the best Astronomy 

Day ever!  Thanks to everyone who devoted time to support 

this event. 

Meanwhile, another significant change in venue relating to our 

regular club meetings is also occurring.  Given the mounting 

financial pressures facing Augustana College, they informed us 

they were compelled to charge $65 rental for each PAC 

meeting in the John Deere Planetarium.   After discussing what 

to do in our June business meeting, the club decided to have 

future meetings at the Butterworth Center or Deere-Wiman 

House (which are free to non-profit organizations such as PAC).  

The John Deere Planetarium has been PAC’s home and 

meeting location since the opening of the planetarium in 1969, 

so this does indeed represent a major change.  Leaving our 

home of nearly fifty years is an emotional event, but I think it 

can be a new beginning for the club as well as helpful to the 

College, which has been a gracious host and supporter of 

astronomy.  The College is engaged in facilities upgrades and 

building projects all over campus, and though there are 

currently no committed plans, we are hopeful the planetarium 

will eventually also be refurbished.  I’m sure I speak for all club 

members when I say PAC is ready to assist any way we can to 

rejuvenate the legacy of the club’s founder Carl Gamble and 

Dr. Harry Nelson who provided the impetus to build the 

planetarium.  I hope to be able to provide you more 

information as it develops.  

If you are interested in learning more about the history of PAC 

and how the Gamble Memorial Observatory and John Deere 

Planetarium came to be, download “In The Astronomy 

Tradition at Augustana”, by Harry E. Nelson.  

http://digitalcommons.augustana.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?ar

ticle=1001&context=ahsbooks 

PAC’s early history is something of which we can be very 

proud.  The 1960s were a time of enthusiastic support of 

science.  But I believe we are at the verge of a resurgence in 

enthusiastic support for science.  I am reminded of this every 

time I stand before a group of young people and talk about 

astronomy and see how easily their imaginations come alive 

when we talk about colonizing Mars.  When will this happen?  

I don’t know, but it certainly will and I believe school age and 

college students of today will be involved in doing it!  In the 

meantime, as we allow our imaginations to soar, think of ways 

you can be involved in your club.  After you read Dr. Nelson’s 

book, please also download the PAC Policy & Procedure 

document which describes the various elected positions and 

volunteer jobs which provide great opportunities for you to 

grow in astronomical knowledge and public outreach.   

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/56e8b8678259b5471

929cbd3/t/594db8eab8a79b4b8f518ccb/1498265836335/P%

26P+Document+rev+20June2017.pdf 

Remember this Fall is PAC elections.  I encourage anyone with 

the passion for the science of astronomy to get involved by 

running for an office or volunteering for any of the various 

jobs.  We will spend the rest of our lives in the future, and with 

your help it will be great!  Keep looking up!  Alan Sheidler. 

  

http://digitalcommons.augustana.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1001&context=ahsbooks
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https://static1.squarespace.com/static/56e8b8678259b5471929cbd3/t/594db8eab8a79b4b8f518ccb/1498265836335/P%26P+Document+rev+20June2017.pdf
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Field trip to Iowa City, April 1st, 2017 

 

Mitch Milani, Ian Spangenberg, Jeff Struve, Terry Dufek, Rusty 

Case and Craig Cox pose in front of the Old Capitol building in 

Iowa City.  Al Sheidler is behind the camera.  Not present for the 

group photo were Dino Milani, Ellen Tsagaris, and Ken Boquist 

who also made the trip to see the Hawkeyes in Space exhibit on 

display in here. 

 

Mitch Milani poses by the Planeterrella, which is a device used 

to simulate high atmospheric phenomena such as aurorae.  This 

unit has an evacuated chamber and is equipped with a variable 

magnetic field and high voltage electric discharge to create 

miniature aurorae in the museum.  Very cool.   

 

 

 

Above are various examples of space probes and other 

hardware which were developed with the help of Iowans.  

The University of Iowa has been involved developing and 

building spaceflight instruments for over 100 space probe 

missions since 1951. 
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This image approximates what one can observe of the 

auroral discharge in the Planeterrella when the lights are 

turned off in the room. 

 

At right is the 24” telescope at the Cedar Amateur 

Astronomers observatory (near Cedar Rapids).  After 

visiting the Hawkeyes in Space exhibit we stopped at the 

observatory hoping to do some observing using this 

impressive instrument.  Unfortunately, the weather did not 

cooperate.  Nevertheless, we toured the observatory and 

partook in pizza while discussing “all things astronomical”.   

 

CAA’s Observatory. 
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ASTRONOMY DAY April 21st 2017  

Astronomy Day was celebrated this year on Friday April 21st 

at the Putnam Museum in Davenport Iowa. It was a 

combined effort with the Popular Astronomy Club and the 

Quad Cities Astronomical Society with contributions by Dr. 

Paul Sipiera and family. There were two sessions, one 

afternoon and one evening program. The evening is where 

many more guests and visitors, who streamed in around 5 

P.M.  

Al Sheidler, Mitchell Milani, and Mike Haney manned 

production of some fine specimens of comet material to thrill 

an enthusiastic audience.  

Jan Gustafson staffed the display of moon rocks and 

explained about the Apollo Space Program.  

Roy Gustafson operated the Discovery Dome throughout 

several sessions.  

Roberta Wright, Mike Mack, Tanya Duncan, Bryan Raser 

and John Douglas took turns staffing the literature table.  

Dr. Sipiera presented a program in the theatre about the 

upcoming eclipse and meteorites. He and his family, Diane 

and Caroline, also exhibited a display of meteorites that they 

brought with them.  

Wayland and Anne Bauer were at the display for the 

upcoming eclipse in August and were distributing free solar 

glasses, after explaining how to properly use them. They also 

explained alternative ways to view the eclipse.  

Dino Milani was at the Night Sky Network table and John 

Douglas manned the weight station.  

Gerry Pearson explained the phases of the moon using a 

moon-phase model and Sara Sheidler was at the crafts 

station.  

Outside we had the PACMO and for a while, could view the 

sun. Rusty Case (PAC) along with George Bailey, Matt 

Neilssen, and Paul Levesque from QCAS had their 

equipment set up for solar observing.  

Terry Dufek was in the PACMO. Some sunspots were 

observed. We kept on the Sun until it was too low and clouds 

too thick to see it at all.  

 

Al Sheidler and Mitchell Milani make comet nuclei in the 

“Cosmic Kitchen” 

 

Mike Haney and Mitchell Milani make a comet while Mike 

Mack supervises 

 

Jan Gustafson displays her authentic moon rock samples 

and discusses the Apollo Program 
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Discovery Dome operated by Roy Gustafson (pictured 

below) 

 

Roy and Roberta Wright at the club literature table. 

 

Dr. Paul Sipiera with his wife, Diane and daughter Caroline 

with their amazing meteorite display. 

 

Dr. Sipiera’s Meteorite Display 

 

Wayland Bauer with his very fine Solar Eclipse Display  

 

Solar Astronomers Al Sheidler, Rusty Case, George Bailey, 

Matt Neilssen, Terry Dufek, and Dr. Robert Mitchell 

  



6 
 

 

Visitors from Morning Star Academy observing the sun using 

a variety of different scopes. 

 

Matt Neilssen (QCAS) shows a view of the sun in H-alpha to 

a guest. 

 

Terry Dufek in the PACMO with a visitor observing the sun 

 

Matt Neilssen showing the sun to a guest. 

 

Dino Milani discusses Asteroids and Meteorites as guests 

look on.  Photo by Paul Levesque. 
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Anne Bauer discusses the upcoming solar eclipse with 

enthusiastic onlookers.  Photo by Paul Levesque.

 

Matt with the International Dark Skies informational display. 

 

Dr. Sipiera spoke to a large audience in the Putnam’s Giant 

Theater.  Here he was discussing how and where to view the 

solar eclipse. 

 

Dr. Sipiera in the Giant Theater 

 

A future astronomer examines one of Dr. Sipiera’s 

meteorites.  Photo by Paul Levesque. 

 

The PACMO scope draws a bead on the sun outside the 

Putnam. 
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Observations by Ken Boquist, April 6th, 2017 

Here is a picture of the Moon annotated with the names of 

the features I was trying to capture.  I had to use a pretty 

wide image in order to capture the domes of both Hortensius 

and Milichius in the same view.  Seeing stunk, but given the 

remarkable run of cloudy nights, it was better than nothing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Observations by Ken Boquist, May 1st, 2017. 

I was out observing tonight, and noticed the seeing was 

actually pretty good, which is surprising for just a day or two 

after a frontal passage.  At any rate, I decided to try my luck 

imaging Jupiter with my 5.1" refractor.  I've attached a copy 

of two images.  This is about the best I've ever done.  One 

image is a white light in color, and the other used a red 

filter.  The red filter did bring out some interesting festoons 

or loops on one of the equatorial belts.   The two dots to the 

right of Jupiter are a couple of its moons. 

As far as the camera goes, it was a ZWO ASI120MC.  This 

is the color version.  As I recall, I had set the image to a 

480X320 pixel size. The smaller the overall size of the field 

of view, the larger Jupiter will appear.  I just checked the 

imaging data, and I noticed that even though I used a 2X 

barlow to operate at f/16, the software says that the focal 

length was 1,750mm, which would mean the effective 

increase was about 1.75X (my 5.1" focal length is about 

1,036mm).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



9 
 

Observing notes by Terry Dufek from Paul Castle Observatory on April 17,2017.  
 
We (Terry, Rusty, Bryan and Dino) arrived around sunset with Al and Mitchell arriving a little 
later. The sky was exceptionally clear with very low humidity. Jupiter was very prominent and 
high in the southeast. I set up to do imaging, focusing on the Orion Nebula was still high in the 
sky. Got also a picture of M43 nearby. 
 
I concentrated on an assortment of Galaxies: M51, M60 (with NGC4647 nearby), M65, M87 
(elliptical galaxy), M90, M104 (sombrero galaxy), M49 (elliptical galaxy), M59, M61, M66, M89 
(elliptical galaxy), M95, M105 (with NGC 3384 and NGC 3379 nearby), and NGC 2903 (a nice 
little barred spiral). My camera is pixel limited but still managed to catch some nice images. 
Also observed M3, globular cluster.  Visually observed Jupiter and the Red Spot was prominent 
and we were there long enough to see it rotate out of view by about 12:00 AM. The bands on 
the planet were very prominent and could even see the much narrower bands. We finished up 
by about 1:00 AM. 
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April 23rd Observations and notes by Terry Dufek: I was doing some imaging following the 
instructions that came with the camera and got some better results. It involved using automatic 
settings and letting the camera do the adjustments. Took a video of Jupiter and ran it through 
Registax. Managed to catch Europa before it was eclipsed by Jupiter. Also caught the Crab 
Nebula very low and the background is a little rough. M13 looked beautiful and the stars were a 
lot more focused. M51 looked terrific and more detailed with a lower exposure (with new 
settings). The ring nebula looked great. M66 showed much better detail. Finally, M104, the 
sombrero, looked much better with less exposure and brought out more detail. 
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Cinco de Mayo Observing Session at the Paul Castle Observatory (May 5th, 2017) (notes by Al Sheidler) 

 
Last evening a group of us met at the Paul Castle Observatory to take advantage of clear skies.  In the group 
photo are Rusty Case, Wayland Bauer, Eric Sheidler, Mike Mack, Terry Dufek, Bryan Raser, Mitchell Bennet, 
and kneeling Al Sheidler and Mitchell's grandpa (Gerry).  Because the moon was so bright, we focused on 
observing Jupiter, the moon, double stars, star clusters and a few of the brighter galaxies which Rusty and 
Terry were able to show on their imaging cameras.  Mitchell Bennett brought his new telescope out and set it 
up as did Bryan, Wayland and Mike.  Mike's shiny new 11" scope is on the right side of the group photo.   
 
I used my Nikon D90 camera on 
my Meade 10" to shoot video of 
Jupiter and the Moon.  I then 
processed these videos using 
Registax to get the still images 
attached here.  For Jupiter, I 
used a 2X Barlow lens providing 
an effective focal length of 
5000mm.  I also used this setup 
with a 0.63 Focal Reducer 
(FL=1575mm) to capture a 
snapshot of the Jovian moons.  I 
then combined the stacked 
image of Jupiter and moons to 
get a view approximating what 
the human eye sees looking in 
the eyepiece of the 
telescope.  The image of the 
Moon is a stack of 530 video 
frames shot at a focal length of 
1575mm.   
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We had to break off our observing session when clouds rolled in from the North East at midnight.  Another 
highly successful observing session!  Thanks.  Al. 
 
Club Observing Session 
on May 26th, 2017 
 
Here is a photo of the group 
that met at the observatory 
last night to take advantage 
of the rare clear skies we 
had last night.  In the photo 
are Mike Mack, Ben Nordick, 
Chris Nordick, Patrick Lewis, 
Gary Nordick, Terry Dufek, 
Wayland Bauer, Rusty Case 
and Al Sheidler. 
 
In the observatory using the 
6" refractor, we observed the 
following objects: 
 
The planet Jupiter,  
double stars: Xi Bootes and 
Epsilon Bootes (Izar) 
globular clusters:  M53, M68 
galaxies:  M64 (Black Eye 
Galaxy), M85, M95, M96, & 
M105 
planetary nebula:  M57 
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Club Observing Session at Paul Castle Memorial Observatory, June 20th, 2017 

 

Last evening a group of us met to take advantage of the clear skies and comfortable temperatures.  In the 
picture are Al Sheidler, Terry Dufek, Wayland Bauer, Wanda Gacioch, Mike Gacioch, Rusty Case, Dino 
Milani, Mike Mack and Mitch Milani.  For Mike and Wanda, this was their first time to visit the 
observatory.  They had a nice high-power spotting scope which provided some nice views of Jupiter and 
Saturn.  Mike Mack brought out his brand new Revolution imaging camera which provided a fantastic view 
of M51 (The Whirlpool Galaxy).  Rusty and Terry were also playing with their own Revolution imagers on 
their respective telescopes.  Using his, Terry had particularly nice color view of M8 which showed hints of 
reddish nebulosity on his laptop.  Mitch and Dino set up their scopes too.  Mitch was doing a great job 
picking off an extensive and impressive list of objects.   
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Outreach Requests & Activities: 
• January 9th, PAC meeting:  Regular Club Meeting (JD Planetarium, Augustana College, 

7:00 pm)"Stellarium Demo" by Jeff  

 

• February 13th, Regular Club Meeting (JD Planetarium, Augustana College, 7:00 pm), 

Program: “3D Planet Modeling”, Terry  

 

• March 13th, Business Meeting & Smorgasbord (JD Planetarium, Augustana College, 7:00 

pm) 

 
• March 14, Scott County Library, Eldridge IA:, 6:30 - 8:00 pm. Introduce the Library 

Telescope, provide training to patrons & evening observing.  Star Lab with Gail  

• March 18, Niabi Zoo Observing: sunset to 11:00  

• Messier Marathon: QCAS Event, March 24-25, Menke Observatory 

• April 10th, Regular Club Meeting (JD Planetarium, Augustana College, 7:00 pm), 

Program: "Trappist 1" by Terry 

• April 15 - Niabi Night  

• April 21, Astronomy Day - Putnam Museum, 1:00pm - 8:30 pm, Dr. Sipiera Program 

7:00 pm, joint session with QCAS, Pacmo, solar observing, comet making, NSN tool kits, 

meteorites and moon rocks from NASA.  

• April 29, Astronomy Day - QCAS - Bettendorf High School-  Solar Observing/ 

Planetarium Shows 2:00 - 6:00 pm / Night Sky Viewing Jens-Wendt 

• May 08, Regular Club Meeting (JD Planetarium, Augustana College, 7:00 pm) 

• May 20, Niabi Night  

• June 9, Friendly House, Davenport, 1:00-3:00PM, Comet Making, Weight Station, 

Crafts, PACMO for solar observing 

• June 12, Business Meeting & Smorgasbord (JD Planetarium, Augustana College, 7:00 

pm) 

• June 17, Niabi Night  

• July 10, Regular Club Meeting (Butterworth Center, 7:00 pm)  

• July 15, Niabi Night 

• July 18, Eldridge Library - Program & Observing - evening 8:30-10:30 (any 

volunteers to do the program or help out?) 

• July 21, Bishop Hill, evening program, Roy, Jan, Wayland & Anne, observing 

• July 22, Geneseo Library, 10:00AM, Pacmo + program on the eclipse by Roy & Jan 
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• July 27, Woodhull Library, 6:30-7:30, Program on the eclipse, telescope basics 

• July 29, Illiniwek Campground Observing - evening (need volunteers and scopes) 

• August 7, Silvis Public Library - 6:30 pm - Program & Observing (any volunteers to do 

the program or help out?) 

• August 12, PAC Annual Picnic & Perseid Viewing at the Castle Observatory (Rocket 

Launching) (NO MEETING IN AUGUST—the picnic is the meeting!) 

• August 18, Niabi Night (FRIDAY NIGHT – NOT SATURDAY NIGHT), 7:30-

9:00 Moline Public Library will be there with a table for kids activities, night sky 

observing afterword 

• August 21, Solar Eclipse Viewing - Moline Public Library - 10:00 am - 3:00 pm (Rusty, 

Terry, Bryan, John, Cindy and volunteers needed) 

• September 9, Rock Island Library, evening program (still in development) 

• September 11, Regular Quarterly Business Club Meeting (Deere-Wiman House, 7:00 

pm) Dr. Harwood (BHC) is the program 

• September 16, Niabi Night 

• September 22-24, QCAS Eastern Iowa Star Party, Menke Observatory 

• October 21, Niabi Night 

• October 27, PAC Banquet 81, Butterworth Center, Moline  Stacy Shrewsbury, Lead 

Flight Director of the Challenger Center (THIS IS THE MEETING FOR OCTOBER!) 

• November 13, PAC regular meeting (Butterworth Center, 7:00pm) 

• November 18, Niabi Night 

• December 11, Quarterly Business Club Meeting (Deere-Wiman, 7:00 pm) Elections 
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Data compiled by Lee Farrar:
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Niabi Zoo May 20th, 2017 

 

Observing notes by Terry Dufek: 
Due to unsettled weather, by 5 P.M., we decided that we had an opportunistic partial clearing 
in the skies for a while in the evening. We had the PACMO and about 6 telescopes set up and 
first locked on to observe Jupiter at dusk as it poked out through the clouds. Later, with 
darkened skies, we observed various objects through the breaks in the clouds. M13, M3, M5, 
M57 were viewed along with assorted double stars. Many questions were answered about 
various constellations and stars. Information was provided about the upcoming solar eclipse 
and solar glasses were provided as needed. We had about 30 visitors throughout the 
evening. Most visitors had left by 11 P.M. and we wrapped up the viewing session as the clouds 
covered most of the sky. 
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Friendly House, Davenport, Outreach Event, June 9th, 2017 
 
The Popular Astronomy Club was invited to do a program for a group of campers in Grades 1-5 
at Friendly House in Davenport on June 9, 2017.   The theme was "Galaxy Week", during the 
first week of their Summer camps.   According to their website: 
 
 "Generations of Quad Cities families have found Friendly House to be a haven, a social center, 
giver of counsel, extender of the helping hand and catalyst to involvement.  Friendly House is a 
settlement house.  The settlement philosophy was brought to America from England in 1886 by 
Jane Addams.  The name “settlement” derives from the practice of early reformers to “settle” 
among the people they served." 
 
We towed the PACMO there and set it up in the grassy field east of the building.   Alan started 
with a brief introduction to the various activities we had planned for them and the teachers 
then split the students into 3 groups of 12 each.   A group went outside to do solar 
viewing, another group watched the comet making demonstration, and the third group did 
various crafts.   Terry Dufek and Rusty Case handled the solar viewing and Mitch Milani and Al 
Sheidler did the "Cosmic Chef" duties.  Sara Sheidler handled the craft tables.   Children made 
star clocks, moon phase flip books, and did a planet sticker activity.   The groups rotated 
through the various activities every 20-30 minutes. 
 
Everyone left with a "grab bag" of NASA literature and an invitation to join us at an upcoming 
Niabi Viewing Night. 
 
 

  
Rusty and Terry set up scopes in the yard behind the Friendly House for solar observing, while 
presentations, crafts and comet making demos were conducted inside. 
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Dome Polishing & Cleanup Efforts at Paul Castle Memorial Observatory, June 25th, 2017 
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The morning of June 25th, Rusty Case, Terry Dufek, Eric Sheidler and Al Sheidler met with Chris 

Nordick to do some pressure washing and cleanup at the observatory.  We also had fun with the 

chain saw to make firewood out of a tree that had been there east of the observatory for some 

time.  After application of some Turtle Wax, the dome literally "glows"!  After we finished up we 

enjoyed hot dogs on the grill.  

 

July 1, 2017 Update:  Rusty Case has stained the deck and it looks great!   Plan on joining us at 
an upcoming observing session or the annual picnic on August 12.   
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Eclipse Data compiled by Lee Farrar: 

 

Solar Eclipse 2017 Photo & Article Request 

Interest and excitement is growing about the upcoming solar eclipse.   Many of our club members are 

traveling to different places along the path of totality and some of us are staying in the QC area.   To 

commemorate this rare event, we are asking for pictures and articles about your travels and 

observations on August 21.   We will then compile all the articles into a special Reflections newsletter to 

be published mid - September 2017.    Please send your information to Alan Sheidler at 

adsheidler@gmail.com.   All PAC members who observe the eclipse will be recognized at the October 

banquet.     

mailto:adsheidler@gmail.com
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Eclipse Tour by Lee Farrar in 1998: 
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Campus Corner: Updates About Our Student Members 

Katie Melbourne: 
 
"I just wanted to send a little update about what I’m up to! I am taking this spring 
semester off from school to do an internship at NASA in Washington, D.C. I work in the 
Office of International and Interagency relations at headquarters, so most of my job 
consists of drafting agreements with other countries for NASA centers around the 
country to collaborate with foreign organizations, scientists, and companies. Another 
large part of my job is doing research to prepare briefing materials for senior NASA 
officials before space summit trips and meetings."  
 
Tiffany Fields - granddaughter of 
Nancy Boelens: 
 
"I'm graduating with a Bachelor of 
Science with Honors in Astrophysics 
this May, and will start a Masters of 
Science in Astronomy at the same 
university (Saint Mary's University in 
Halifax, Nova Scotia) this 
September. 
 
I'm also still a public tour guide for 
our on-campus observatory (largest 
on-campus telescope east of 
Montreal in Canada!) and I love having the public come in, see the sky, and ask 
questions - we get the best questions from our public audience!" 
 
Ben Nordick: 
 
Ben just graduated from Rivermont Collegiate in Bettendorf in May and will be heading 
off to the University of Illinois this Fall. 
 
Congratulations to all our young people and Good Luck in all your future endeavors!    
 

 

Welcome New Members: 

Dale & Joanne Hachtel, Port Byron, IL 

Patrick Lewis, Davenport, IA 

Mike & Wanda Gacioch, Moline, IL 
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2nd Quarter 2017 Business Meeting 

President Alan Sheidler called the first quarter PAC business meeting to order in the John Deere 

Planetarium at 7:00 p.m. local time, on Monday June 12th, 2016. There were 22 members and 2 guests. 

The 1st quarter 2017 business meeting notes were read by Secretary Terry Dufek. A motion was made 

to approve the notes as read.  

Treasurers Report:  

Bryan was not present and Al reviewed the June 10th Treasurers Report. We had deposits of $396.50 

and expenditures of $546.65 for a balance of $3837.70 which is $258.97 over last year at this time. 
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Vice President Report:  

The Vice President was not present. No issues were noted. Adam Beals will be stepping down as Vice 

President this year. Al is asking for any member that might want to run for the vacancy for vice president 

to contact him or any member of the board.  

Director of Observatories:  

The Director of Observatories was not present. The main issue noted here is that we will be scheduling a 

maintenance day out at the Paul Castle Observatory and need as many members as possible to assist. 

The date is to be determined. A possible Q2030 grant opportunity for the PAC. Need to get a proposal 

together including cost of an imaging system and monitor for outside the PACMO and may also defray 

some of the operating costs of the PACMO (insurance and storage). Terry and Rusty will be working on 

what we need to make it work.  

ALCOR:  

Roy Gustafson will be our ALCOR representative for the remainder of the term. He is taking over from 

Lee Farrar. A motion was made by Gerald Pearson to approve this change. It was seconded and 

approved by all members present. Roy reported that the amount of dues going to Astronomical League 

had been calculated and sent out for payment. He also reviewed the upcoming ballot from the 

Astronomical League with the members present. The only position open was secretary and a Brian 

Tobias was the only candidate. A motion was made to put the candidate to a vote by Wayland. It was 

seconded by Roberta. A vote was taken with all approving. Roy will return the ballet to Astronomical 

League. 

OLD BUSINESS:  

The revised Policy and Procedures was brought up for discussion and if it was acceptable to vote. Brad 

Smith presented his objections (and in document form) to the group. Elizabeth Robinson also had some 

objections. Ideas presented were giving a (verbal?) warning or discussing with a member the issue 

before the board acting and clarifying the reasonable dress, hygiene and decorum clause. Al stated that 

he and the board would review Brads submission and Elizabeths concerns. Brad made a motion to table 

the vote until the review was completed and a corrected copy could be posted online for members to 

review. It would be then voted on in a future meeting. Gerald seconded the motion and it was 

approved.  

NEW BUSINESS:  

Al Sheidler received an email Friday June 9th from Augustana University stating that they were going 

start charging the PAC $65 per meeting and we would have to carry insurance (starting in July). They 

stated this was for all groups using Augustana facilities. Al has been in contact with the University to find 

out what their long term goals are for the planetarium and observatory and how PAC might fit into their 

vision for the future. This is the proposed agenda of a face to 3 face meeting with Augustana's CFO on 

June 23rd.  

The PAC is left with two choices, pay $650 per year to Augustana or find a new location for the monthly 

meetings. Jeff Struve suggested maybe getting with the Bettendorf Library (QCAS also uses their 

facilities). Sara Sheidler has already been in contact with Butterworth/ Deere Wiman Center about 
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holding our meetings at their facilities and stated that they are receptive to us moving over there. We 

can keep our Monday nights, there is no charge for us using their facilities, the room would be located 

on the ground floor, it is reasonably close to our old meeting place and we would have our meeting 

dates scheduled up through the end of 2018.  

Jeff stated that sometime in the past the QCAS had used their facilities and had a problem with an 

individual. Brad suggested that we get an agreement or list of rules. But overall, there was general 

agreement that it would be a nice move. A motion was made that our next meeting (July 10th) be at 

the Butterworth Center by Roy Gustafson. It was seconded by Mike Ombrello and was approved. Al 

also has a meeting with Augustana's financial board on June 23 to review the situation to see if it can be 

reversed or modified. Any equipment and the library will have to be moved out or decided upon 

sometime in July.  

The picnic is scheduled August 12th and Rusty Case is our chairperson for the event. New members that 

have never been out to the Paul Castle Observatory will meet Al Sheidler at the Milan McDonalds. More 

information to follow.  

Roy Gustafson reported that our guest speaker for the 2017 banquet on October 27th will be Stacy 

Shrewsbury who is the Lead Flight Director of the Challenger Center. It was brought up about maybe a 

possible future field trip to the Challenger Center.  

A motion was made at this time to adjourn the business meeting at this time by Ry Gustafson and 

seconded by Roberta Wright and unanimously approved.  

Respectfully submitted, Terry L Dufek, Secretary 

2017 PAC OFFICERS  
 
PRESIDENT - Alan Sheidler  
3528 56th Street Court, Moline, IL, 61265  
Phone: (309) 797-3120; Email: 

adsheidler@gmail.com 

  
VICE PRESIDENT – Adam Beals  
PO Box 237, Walcott, IA, 52733  
Phone: (217) 254-5204; Email: ajbeals@gmail.com 

  
SECRETARY - Terry Dufek  
2812 W. 65th Street, Davenport, IA, 52806  
Phone: (563) 386-3509; Email: t_dufek@msn.com  

 
TREASURER – Bryan Raser  
3830 Lyndon Road, Prophetstown, IL, 61277  
Phone: (815) 537-5407; Email: 

cbrdvm@frontier.com  

 

ALCOR – Roy E. Gustafson 
11 Deer Run Road, Orion, IL, 61273 
Phone: (309)526-3592; Email: 
astroroy46@gmail.com 
 

DIRECTOR OF OBSERVATORIES - Rusty 
Case  
2123 W. 16th Street, Davenport, IA, 52804  
Phone: (563) 349-2444 

Email: rustycase32@gmail.com  

 
PAST PRESIDENT - Wayland Bauer  
3256 Pleasant Drive, Bettendorf, IA., 52722  
Phone: (563) 332-4032 

Email: bauerwp@gmail.com  

 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR - Lee M. Farrar  
Illinois - 2232 24th Street, Rock Island, IL, 61201  
Arizona - 808 N. 82nd Street, Townhouse F-2, 

Scottsdale, AZ, 85257  
Phone: (309) 721-4301; Email: lmfastro@aol.com 
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