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March is a transition month as we put the 
cold months of Winter behind us and 
move into warmer and brighter days of 
Spring. March also brings some nice 
planet viewings. Mercury and Venus will 
rule the early evening sky as they appear 
close together in the western sky shortly 
after sunset. Very bright Venus is to the 
left of Mercury. They will remain in a sin-
gle binocular field during the first three 
weeks of the month. After March 20th, 
Mercury will sink lower and be too faint to 
see with the naked eye. Eventually it will 
become a morning object. Venus, mean-
while appears higher each day. This sets 
up for a close conjunction with Uranus on 
March 28 which has not happened since 
2003. Dim Uranus will be close to bright 
Venus and will be a challenging opportu-
nity in twilight skies for those with tele-
scopes.  
 
 
Jupiter rises shortly before midnight in 
the southeast sky with the best telescopic 
views an hour or two before dawn. Look 
for the two dark belts that straddle a 
brighter zone coinciding with the equator. 
The Great Red Spot which is a massive 
storm lies near the southern edge of the 
equatorial belt. Jupiter’s four bright  
 
 
 
 

moons should also be visible. A few 
hours after Jupiter rises, Mars makes 
an  appearance above the southeast-
ern horizon. Mars brightens from the 
beginning to the end of the month be-
cause its apparent diameter grows by 
25 percent, from 6.7” to 8.4”. The Red 
Planet will make its finest appearance 
in fifteen years this summer. If you de-
cide to track Mars all month, you will 
notice on the 31st another close object 
in the southeast which happens to be 
Saturn. The best views of Saturn need 
to be done with a telescope, but you 
should be able to spot it with binocu-
lars. By the end of March you might 
catch a brief glimpse of Neptune in the 
east, which rises an hour before the 
Sun. Better views of Neptune come in 
April. Telescopes are needed for Nep-
tune. 
 
 
March brings a return of our free public 
observing sessions at the Niabi Zoo 
parking lot. Club members will be on 
hand with the mobile observatory and 
telescopes to help you explore the 
night sky every third Saturday March 
through November.  
Hope you can join us after sunset on 
March 17. Check our website and 
Facebook for weather related updates. 
http://www.popularastronomyclub.org/  
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Link to older PAC News Articles: 
http://www.popularastronomyclub.org/newspaper-articles/ (Continued in next column) 




