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Healthcare workers 
make it their mission to 
make the community a 
healthier place. A local 
hospital has taken that 
initiative internationally.

And it all started with a 
7-year-old.

Chris Manson, vice 
president of government 
relations at OSF St. Fran-
cis Medical Center, Peoria,
started U.S. Ambulances 
for Ukraine last March.
While watching the news 
with his daughter, she ex-

pressed her wish to help in 
some way, which sparked 
the idea of fi lling an am-
bulance with supplies and 
sending it overseas, ac-
cording to a press release.

“An ambulance, which is 
at the end of its life in the 
U.S., can literally mean 
the difference between life 
and death for someone in 
Ukraine,” Manson said.

He reached out to Gen-
esis Health Systems last 
winter about a donation. 
The timing could not have 
been better.

Genesis Ambulance 

Director Adam Haut said 
the hospital had just pur-
chased a brand new am-
bulance and was about to 
retire the old one. Instead, 
they donated it.

A new ambulance comes 
with an average cost of 
$190,000, he said. Old 
ones have very little value 
and go for about $3,000.
Haut was surprised when 
Manson reached out about 
the 6-year old rig but was 
assured it needed only to 
run.

Genesis donates ambulance to Ukraine
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A Davenport man is accused 
of burglarizing the home of a 
person who has a no-contact 
order fi led against him, stealing 
a firearm and taking the victim’s 
phone as they were talking to 911 
dispatch, police said.

Michael Jason Joyner Jr., 25,
of the 100 block of West 35th 
Street, is charged with one count 

of fi rst-degree 
burglary. The 
charge is a Class 
B felony that car-
ries a prison sen-
tence of 25 years. 
While fi rst-de-
gree burglary is 
a forcible felony 
under Iowa law, 

there is no mandatory minimum 
sentence.

Joyner also is charged with 
possession of a fi rearm by a do-
mestic abuser, a Class D felony 
that carries a prison sentence 
of fi ve years, and obstruction of 
emergency communications, a 
simple misdemeanor that carries 
a jail sentence of up to 30 days.

According to the arrest affi-
davit fi led by Davenport Police 
Offi  cer Mark Rappel, at 8 p.m.
Saturday, offi  cers were sent to 
a residence in the 2500 block of 
Rockingham Road to investigate 
a report of a disturbance.

During the investigation, of-
fi cers learned that Joyner went 
onto the property despite the 
no-contact order ordering him 
to stay off  the protected party’s 
property, stay away from the vic-
tim and do not contact the victim 
in any manner. 

Joyner entered the house by 
climbing through a window on 

Police: 

Cell stolen 

as victim 

talks to 911

BROOKLYN DRAISEY 

The new Rock Island Public Library Watts-Midtown Branch is housed in the same building as Two Rivers YMCA’s new location, both having moved 
into the former Tri-City Jewish Center. 

BROOKLYN DRAISEY

bdraisey@qctimes.com

With the opening of their 
new shared space, the Rock 
Island Public Library and Two 
Rivers YMCA are taking steps 
to utilize their partnership and 
unique amenities with the goal 
of meeting the Rock Island com-
munity’s needs, in mind, body 
and spirit. 

The two organizations held a 
ribbon tying, rather than a rib-
bon cutting, ceremony Tuesday 
afternoon at the new space, lo-
cated at 2715 30th St., after al-
most a year’s-worth of renova-
tions. The facility, formerly the 
Tri-City Jewish Center, cost $9.9 
million to update. 

One of only a handful of YM-
CA-library partnerships in the 
U.S., Rock Island Ward 4 Alder-
person Jenni Swanson said it’s a 
dream come true to see a com-

munity asset like this come to life 
in her ward. 

“I am just very grateful and ex-
cited to have this in our commu-
nity,” Swanson said. “It’s an ex-
citing endeavor to bring together 
a facility that strengthens minds 
and bodies together — a way to 
get a healthy, strong body and 
a healthy and knowledgeable 
mind, the best of both worlds.”

Both the library and YMCA 
branches will hold soft open-
ings beginning Feb. 8, operating 
at limited hours and program-
ming. The library will operate 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Feb. 8-10 and 
10 a.m.-2 p.m. Feb. 11, and the 
YMCA will open to Charter 
Members 4:30 a.m.- 9 p.m. Feb. 
8 before opening to all members 
beginning Feb. 9. 

The YMCA’s regular hours, 
4:30 a.m.-9 p.m. Monday-Fri-
day, 6 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturdays 
and 7 a.m.-5 p.m. Sundays, will 
begin Feb. 9. Regular operating 
hours for the library starting 
Feb. 13 are 9 a.m.-8 p.m. Mon-
day-Thursday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Fridays and 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Saturdays. 
With a gym, group exercise ar-

eas, equipment and a commer-
cial kitchen, Two Rivers YMCA 
CEO Mike Wennekamp said the 
new space will help the YMCA 
expand on its health and wellness 
programming, especially with 
youth. Included in membership 
is a child watch area for kids ages 
6 weeks-12 years.

“We’ve got a brand new bus 
stop going up out front so the 
whole community can can ac-
cess this, whether they ride their 
bike, they walk, they ride a bus 
or they drive here,” Wennekamp 
said. “It’s just going to really help 
us serve a greater part of Rock Is-
land.”

New library amenities include 
private study rooms, a confer-
ence room, 140-seat auditorium, 
teen area and outdoor patio. The 
opening of their newest branch 
ensures that the everyone living 
in Rock Island is within 3 miles 
of a public library, Rock Island 
Public Library Director Angela 
Campbell said.

An after-hours book locker 

will also be installed in the library 
for pickup by late-night YMCA 
visitors.

In addition to the new branch 
permitting for expanded re-
sources, Campbell said the 
space has been designed with 
fl exibility in mind. Furniture 
and shelves can be easily moved 
if needed, allowing for new pro-
gramming opportunities as the 
library continues to listen to 
community needs.

“We just want to make sure 
we can change with the times,”
Campbell said.

Both organizations consulted 
the public for their wants and 
needs before entering this part-
nership. Campbell said that be-
yond serving logistical needs in 
sharing the space, they hope to 
reach people that might not tra-
ditionally stop in the library or 
center, ultimately reaching more 
of Rock Island as a whole. 

“This is community,” Wen-
nekamp said. “It’s not just the 
facility — it’s the programming 
and it’s the people that make 
YMCA’s and make libraries.”

‘Read-Y’ for double duty

PAUL LEVESQUE

Popular Astronomy Club 

Groundhog Day will roll 
around again on February 2, and 
we will once again be subjected 
to “news” about the ability of 
ground-burrowing, garden-de-
stroying rodents to predict the 
duration of winters.

We now mainly observe 
Groundhog Day as just another 
silly “holiday” on the calendar – 
coming just before Bubble Gum 
Day on February 3 – but its roots 
can be traced to ancient astron-
omers who carefully tracked the 
movement of celestial objects 
through the year.

Like some other unoffi  cial 
holidays, Groundhog Day falls 
on a cross-quarter day, which is 
a day about halfway between the 
start and the end of a particular 

season of the year. On February 
2, we’re about six weeks past 
the winter solstice, marking the 
start of winter, and six weeks 
away from the spring equinox, 
marking the end of winter and 
beginning of spring.

At this time of year, we often 
hear people commenting that 
the “days are getting longer,” 
meaning that they’ve noticed 
that it’s no longer pitch dark 
at 5 p.m. We say this in casual 
conversation because we live in 
a modern time of central heating 

Silly holiday traces roots to astronomy
Quad-Cities 

Skywatch

After six years of service 
in the Quad-Cities, this 

Genesis Health Systems 
ambulance was donated 

to Ukraine and is now 
helping injured soldiers and 
civilians on the front lines of 

Ukraine’s war with Russia. 
UnityPoint-Trinity also 

contributed to the efforts by 
donating supplies. Above, a 

crew stands with a convoy 
of donated equipment, 

including the Genesis 
ambulance, in Ukraine.
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Library and YMCA 

open in former RI

Tri-City Jewish Center

SKYWATCH

CONTRIBUTED 

This photo of Comet ZTF was taken by Alan Sheidler of the Popular 
Astronomy Club from his home in Moline on Jan. 10. The comet will 
remain visible throughout February and be at its brightest early in the 
month.

Joyner
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A 20-year-old Moline man 
has been arrested in connection 
with a string of burglaries in the 
downtown area that occurred 
from Dec. 10 through Jan. 9, Mo-
line Police said Tuesday. 

Tyree D’Angelo Harris is 
charged with 
three counts of 
burglary, a Class 
2 felony under 
Illinois law that 
carries a prison 
sentence of three 
to seven years.

Harris also 
is charged with 

theft under $500, a Class A mis-
demeanor that carries a jail sen-
tence of up to one year.

Moline detectives have been 
investigating the burglaries that 
occurred in the 1200 block of 15th 

Man accused 
in string of 
downtown 
burglaries

Harris
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